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  Lesson 5
Zohar Lesson
Chosen Passages from the Zohar about "Love of Friends" and "Prayer of Many"
"Love of Friends"

Article "Ki Tissa" (When You Take)
54) All those friends who do not love each other depart the world before their time. All the friends in Rashbi’s time had love of soul and love of spirit among them. This is why in his generation, the secrets of Torah were revealed. Rabbi Shimon would say, “All the friends who do not love each other cause themselves to stray from the right path.” Moreover, they put a blemish in the Torah, since there is love, brotherhood, and truth in the Torah. Abraham loved Isaac; Isaac loved Abraham; and they were embraced. And they were both gripped Jacob with love and brotherhood and were giving their spirits in one another. The friends should be like them and not blemish them, for if love is lacking in them they will blemish their value above, that is, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which are HGT.
Article "Aharei Mot" (After the Death)
65) How good and how pleasant. These are the friends, as they sit together inseparably. At first, they seem like people at war, wishing to kill each other. Then they revert back to a state of brotherly love. The Creator, what does He say about them? “How good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity.” The word, “together” indicates the presence of Divinity with them. Moreover, the Creator listens to their words and He is pleased and content with them. This is the meaning of the words, “Then those who feared the Lord spoke to one another, and the Lord listened and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him.”

Article "Pinhas" (Phinehas)
3) There is wisdom in this text. “You who dwells in the gardens” is the assembly of Israel, meaning Malchut, who is in exile with Israel. She walks with them in their plight. Friends listen to your voice” are the camps of high angels. They all listen to your voice, to the voice of your praises in exile. “Let me see your appearance, let me hear your voice.” “Let me hear’ is the voice of those friends who engage in Torah, since there is no praise before Me as those who engage in the Torah.
Article "Pinhas" (Phinehas)
121) Three artisans the Creator has made, from which to elicit the world: Heaven, Earth, and Water. Each of them operated for one day, and then they returned to the sun, each for a day, as before. When those three artisans completed their work, the Creator told them, “There is one act of artisanship that I must do, man. Come together and I will make man with you. Your bodies, and I will partake with you in giving the soul, and we will make man.”
"Prayer of Many"
Article "VaYetze" (And Jacob Went Out)
514) All the prayers in the world, prayers of many, are prayers. But a solitary prayer does not enter before the Holy King, but only with great force. This is so because before the prayer enters to be crowned in its place, the Creator watches it and observes it, and observes the sins and merits of that person, which He does not do with a prayer of many, where several of the prayers are not from righteous, but they all enter before the Creator and He does not notice their iniquities.

515) He turns the prayer and examines it from all sides, and considers with which desire the prayer was made, who is the person who prayed that prayer, and what are his deeds. Hence, man should pray his prayer in public, since He does not despise their prayer, even though they are not all with intent and the will of the heart, as it is written, “When He has regarded the prayer of the destitute.” Thus, He only observes the prayer of an individual, but with a prayer of many, He does not despise their prayer, even though they are unworthy.

516) “When He has regarded the prayer of the destitute.” This means that He accepts his prayer, but it is an individual who is mingled with many. Hence, his prayer is as a prayer of many. And who is an individual who is mingled with many? It is Jacob, for he contains both sides—right and left, Abraham and Isaac, and he calls his sons and prays his prayer for them.

And what is the prayer that is fully granted above? It is a prayer that the children of Israel will not perish in the exile. This is because every prayer in favor of Divinity is received in full. And when Israel are in exile, Divinity is with them. This is why the prayer is regarded as being in favor of Divinity and is accepted in full.
Article "VaYechi" (And Jacob Lived)
283) When a person prays his prayer, he does not say about himself, “Remember me, visit me,” since there is remembering and visiting for the better and remembering and visiting for the worse. The slanderers are destined to receive the words, “Remember me, visit me,” from his mouth, and will come to mention the sins of a person and punish him. In other words, they will inflict him with remembering and visiting for worse, unless he is a complete righteous, for if those remembering and visiting are for worse, ZON de Klipa, they will look for his sins but will not find them. Then he is permitted to say, “Remember me, visit me.”

284) Wherever a person prays his prayer, he should incorporate himself in the public, in the manifold public, as it is written about Shunammite when Elisha told her, “Would you be spoken for to the king or to the captain of the army?” “Would you be spoken for to the king,” since that day was the festival of the first day of the year, and the day when Malchut of the firmament rules and sentences the world. At that time, the Creator is called “The king of the sentence,” and this is why he told her, “Would you be spoken for to the king,” since he called the Creator “King.”

285) And she said, “I dwell among my own people.” In other words, she said, “I have no wish to be mentioned above, but to put my head among the masses and not leave the public. Similarly, man should be included in the public and not stand out as unique, so the slanderers will not look at him and mention his sins.
